
 M
us

cle
s 



 

68 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



69 

What Happens in the Muscles During Muscle Ailments and the Role 
of Oxygen Supplementation 

Muscle ailments can result from a variety of conditions, ranging from acute injuries to chronic 
diseases. The muscles are responsible for nearly all movement in the body, and when they are 
affected by disease, injury, or dysfunction, it can severely impact a person's quality of life. Muscle 
ailments include conditions like muscle strains, muscular dystrophy, fibromyalgia, and 
myopathies, and they can affect the body's ability to move, maintain strength, and function 
optimally. Oxygen plays a critical role in muscle health by supporting energy production, 
reducing inflammation, and aiding recovery. This article will explore what goes wrong in the 
muscles when someone experiences muscle ailments and how oxygen supplementation can help 
improve muscle function and recovery. 

Section 1: Muscle Strains and Sprains – What Happens in the Muscles? 

What Happens in the Muscles During Muscle Strains and Sprains? 

A muscle strain or sprain occurs when a muscle or tendon is overstretched or torn, usually due 
to overuse, improper movement, or direct trauma. 

• Muscle Fibre Damage: In a muscle strain, muscle fibres are torn, which leads to pain,
swelling, and limited mobility. The more severe the strain, the more muscle fibres are
damaged.

• Inflammation: The body’s natural response to injury is inflammation, which is intended
to protect the area and promote healing. However, excessive inflammation can worsen
pain and slow down the recovery process.

• Oxygen Deficiency in Damaged Tissue: In the injured area, blood flow may be reduced
due to inflammation or swelling. This limits the delivery of oxygen to the damaged
muscle tissue, hindering the healing process.

How Oxygen Helps in Muscle Strains and Sprains 

• Promoting Tissue Repair: Oxygen is vital for the repair and regeneration of muscle
tissue. When oxygen is supplemented, the healing process is accelerated by supporting
collagen production and cellular repair.

• Reducing Inflammation: Oxygen helps reduce inflammation in the injured muscle. By
improving blood flow, oxygen supplementation can reduce swelling and pain, facilitating
a faster recovery.

• Supporting Blood Flow: Oxygen increases the delivery of oxygenated blood to the
injured muscle, supporting the removal of waste products (such as lactic acid) and
improving nutrient supply, which helps the muscle recover more quickly.
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Benefit: Oxygen supplementation speeds up the healing process by improving tissue 
repair, reducing inflammation, and supporting better blood circulation to the injured 
muscle. 

 

Section 2: Muscular Dystrophy – What Happens in the Muscles? 

What Happens in the Muscles During Muscular Dystrophy? 

Muscular dystrophy refers to a group of genetic disorders that cause progressive muscle weakness 
and degeneration. In these conditions, muscle fibres progressively break down and lose their 
ability to regenerate. 

• Progressive Muscle Weakness: In muscular dystrophy, the muscle fibres lack the 
necessary proteins to function correctly. This leads to muscle wasting and progressive 
weakness, particularly in large muscles like those in the legs and arms. 

• Decreased Muscle Regeneration: The ability of muscle cells to repair and regenerate is 
impaired in muscular dystrophy. This is because the muscle cells are unable to produce 
the proteins required for normal muscle function. 

• Chronic Inflammation: The ongoing damage to muscle fibres causes chronic 
inflammation, which can further impair muscle function and lead to more severe 
weakness. 

How Oxygen Helps in Muscular Dystrophy 

• Supporting Muscle Regeneration: Oxygen is crucial for the regeneration of muscle 
fibres. By supplementing oxygen, muscle cells can function more effectively, which may 
help improve muscle repair and slow down muscle degeneration. 

• Reducing Inflammation: Oxygen has anti-inflammatory properties, which can help 
reduce the inflammation caused by ongoing muscle damage. This can ease symptoms 
like pain and discomfort. 

• Improving Cellular Function: Oxygen supports the metabolism of muscle cells, 
enhancing their ability to produce energy and perform essential functions, which can 
help slow the progression of muscle weakness. 

Benefit: Oxygen supplementation can help improve muscle regeneration, reduce inflammation, 
and support overall muscle function, potentially slowing the progression of muscular dystrophy. 
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Section 3: Fibromyalgia – What Happens in the Muscles? 

What Happens in the Muscles During Fibromyalgia? 

Fibromyalgia is a chronic pain condition that causes widespread muscle pain, stiffness, fatigue, 
and sleep disturbances. While the exact cause is unknown, it is believed to involve an abnormal 
response to pain signals in the brain and spinal cord. 

• Muscle Pain and Tenderness: In fibromyalgia, the muscles become tender and painful,
even without physical injury. This pain can be exacerbated by stress, overexertion, or
changes in temperature.

• Reduced Blood Flow: Fibromyalgia can affect the blood flow to muscles, reducing the
delivery of oxygen and nutrients. This results in muscle fatigue and exacerbates the pain
experienced by individuals.

• Disrupted Sleep and Recovery: Poor sleep, a common symptom of fibromyalgia,
reduces the body ’s ability to repair and recover from muscle fatigue and damage, leading
to ongoing pain and stiffness.

How Oxygen Helps in Fibromyalgia 

• Reducing Muscle Pain: Oxygen supplementation can help reduce muscle pain and
tenderness by improving oxygenation and reducing the build-up of lactic acid in the
muscles, which causes discomfort.

• Promoting Better Sleep: Oxygen can help improve sleep quality, which is crucial for
individuals with fibromyalgia. Better sleep leads to better muscle recovery and less overall
pain.

• Improving Blood Circulation: By improving blood flow, oxygen helps ensure that
muscles receive the oxygen and nutrients they need to function, which can reduce fatigue
and muscle stiffness.

Benefit: Oxygen supplementation can alleviate muscle pain, improve sleep quality, reduce 
fatigue, and support better muscle function in individuals with fibromyalgia. 

Section 4: Myopathies – What Happens in the Muscles? 

What Happens in the Muscles During Myopathies? 

Myopathies refer to a group of diseases that affect muscle tissue, leading to muscle weakness, 
pain, and dysfunction. Myopathies can be caused by genetic factors, autoimmune conditions, or 
as a side effect of medications. 
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• Muscle Weakness and Atrophy: Myopathies often cause progressive muscle weakness 
and wasting. The muscle fibres do not contract properly, leading to a loss of strength 
and endurance. 

• Impaired Muscle Function: Myopathies can impair the ability of muscle fibres to 
respond to nerve signals, making it difficult for the muscles to contract effectively. This 
affects the body ’s ability to perform normal movements. 

• Inflammation and Fibrosis: Chronic inflammation in the muscles can lead to the 
formation of scar tissue (fibrosis), further impairing muscle function and leading to 
stiffness and pain. 

How Oxygen Helps in Myopathies 

• Supporting Muscle Function: Oxygen is essential for energy production in muscle cells. 
Supplementing oxygen can help the muscle fibres produce the energy they need to 
contract properly and function more efficiently. 

• Reducing Inflammation: Oxygen helps reduce muscle inflammation, which can 
decrease pain and stiffness associated with myopathies. 

• Promoting Muscle Repair: Oxygen supports the repair and regeneration of muscle cells, 
helping to slow the progression of muscle weakness and promote better muscle function. 

Benefit: Oxygen supplementation helps improve muscle function, reduce inflammation, 
and support muscle regeneration, leading to improved strength and endurance in 
individuals with myopathies. 

 

Section 5: The General Role of Oxygen in Muscle Health 

What Happens When Oxygen Levels Are Low in the Muscles? 

Oxygen is essential for muscle health. When oxygen levels are low (hypoxia), the muscles cannot 
function at their best. This can lead to a variety of issues, including fatigue, weakness, and slower 
recovery. 

• Impaired Energy Production: Muscles rely on oxygen to produce ATP, the energy 
currency of the body. Without enough oxygen, muscles cannot produce energy 
efficiently, leading to fatigue and reduced performance. 

• Slower Recovery: Oxygen is critical for the repair and recovery of muscle tissues. When 
oxygen levels are low, recovery after exercise or injury is delayed, leading to prolonged 
muscle soreness and weakness. 

• Increased Inflammation: Low oxygen levels can contribute to increased inflammation 
in the muscles, worsening pain and stiffness. 
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How Oxygen Can Benefit Muscle Health 

• Enhanced Energy Production: Oxygen is essential for the efficient production of ATP
in muscle cells, which allows muscles to function properly and perform activities like
exercise, lifting, and walking.

• Improved Muscle Recovery: Oxygen supplementation promotes faster muscle recovery
by supplying muscles with the oxygen and nutrients they need to repair and rebuild after
activity or injury.

• Reduced Inflammation: Oxygen has anti-inflammatory properties, helping to reduce
muscle soreness, pain, and stiffness.

Benefit: Oxygen supplementation improves energy production, accelerates muscle 
recovery, and reduces inflammation, helping muscles function optimally and recover more 
quickly. 

Conclusion 

Muscle ailments, whether due to strains, diseases like muscular dystrophy, fibromyalgia, 
myopathies, or the natural process of aging, can cause significant discomfort and limit 
movement. Oxygen plays a crucial role in supporting muscle health by improving oxygen 
delivery to muscle tissues, enhancing energy production, reducing inflammation, and promoting 
muscle regeneration. Oxygen supplementation can be a valuable tool in managing muscle 
ailments, improving recovery times, and maintaining muscle function, especially in chronic 
conditions. Always consult a healthcare provider before starting oxygen therapy to ensure it is 
suitable for your specific condition. 
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